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Supervisor:

Case holder:

Facilitator (if group):

Attendees (if group):  

Date of supervision: 

Child / family’s details:

What is the story? 

Experience of work with the child and family since the last supervision discussion. What is the child’s 
current experience? How do we know this? What is the issue you need support with today?

understanding of what is happening, including the intuitive responses of the social worker and 
assumptions that have been made.

What does the story mean?

Analysis of the current situation. What is the working hypothesis and possible alternative explanations? 
How can theory and research inform understanding and conclusions regarding what this situation means 
for the child and family?
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What needs to happen?

What is the plan? How will this improve the child’s experience? What have you learned? 
What would you do if this situation arose again? 

Actions and who is responsible for carrying them out, including contingency planning.

What will I do now? I will know this has worked 
when…? (child’s outcomes)

I will do this 
by…?

Review date

Did I get the support I needed?

Source: Developed by the authors based on Wonnacott (2015b), Brown and Turney (2014) and Kent County Council (2015)

24



4 Practice Tool: Recording template

What needs to happen?

What is the plan? How will this improve the child’s experience? What have you learned? 
What would you do if this situation arose again? 

Actions and who is responsible for carrying them out, including contingency planning.

What will I do now? I will know this has worked 
when…? (child’s outcomes)

I will do this 
by…?

Review date

Did I get the support I needed?

Source: Developed by the authors based on Wonnacott (2015b), Brown and Turney (2014) and Kent County Council (2015)

24

What needs to happen?

What is the plan? How will this improve the child’s experience? What have you learned? 
What would you do if this situation arose again? 

Actions and who is responsible for carrying them out, including contingency planning.

What will I do now? I will know this has worked 
when…? (child’s outcomes)

I will do this 
by…?

Review date

Did I get the support I needed?

Source: Developed by the authors based on Wonnacott (2015b), Brown and Turney (2014) and Kent County Council (2015)

24



5Funded by the Department for Education www.practice-supervisors.rip.org.uk

What needs to happen?

What is the plan? How will this improve the child’s experience? What have you learned? 
What would you do if this situation arose again? 

Actions and who is responsible for carrying them out, including contingency planning.

What will I do now? I will know this has worked 
when…? (child’s outcomes)

I will do this 
by…?

Review date

Did I get the support I needed?

Source: Developed by the authors based on Wonnacott (2015b), Brown and Turney (2014) and Kent County Council (2015)

24

What needs to happen?

What is the plan? How will this improve the child’s experience? What have you learned? 
What would you do if this situation arose again? 

Actions and who is responsible for carrying them out, including contingency planning.

What will I do now? I will know this has worked 
when…? (child’s outcomes)

I will do this 
by…?

Review date

Did I get the support I needed?

Source: Developed by the authors based on Wonnacott (2015b), Brown and Turney (2014) and Kent County Council (2015)

24

Supervisor:

Case holder:

Facilitator (if group):

Attendees (if group):  

Date of supervision: 

Child / family’s details:

What is the story? 

Experience of work with the child and family since the last supervision discussion. What is the child’s 
current experience? How do we know this? What is the issue you need support with today?

understanding of what is happening, including the intuitive responses of the social worker and 
assumptions that have been made.

What does the story mean?

Analysis of the current situation. What is the working hypothesis and possible alternative explanations? 
How can theory and research inform understanding and conclusions regarding what this situation means 
for the child and family?



Practice Supervisor Development Programme  
The Granary  Dartington Hall   
Totnes  Devon  TQ9 6EE

tel  01803 867692   
email  ask@rip.org.uk

 @researchIP #PSDP

www.practice-supervisors.rip.org.uk

This tool is gifted from the Reflective 
Supervision: Resource Pack published 
by Research in Practice (2017).

© Practice Supervisor Development Programme January 2020

Research in Practice is a programme of 
The Dartington Hall Trust which is a company  
limited by guarantee and a registered charity. 
Company No. 1485560  Charity No. 279756  
VAT No. 402196875
 
Registered Office:  
The Elmhirst Centre, Dartington Hall,  
Totnes TQ9 6EL


	Text Field 43: 
	Text Field 44: 
	Text Field 45: 
	Text Field 46: 
	Text Field 47: 
	Text Field 48: 
	Text Field 66: 
	Text Field 33: 
	Text Field 68: 
	Text Field 67: 
	Text Field 56: 
	Text Field 57: 
	Text Field 58: 
	Text Field 59: 
	Text Field 69: 


